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A German Ditch Suggestion

Davis Hydro is trying to understand and help solve the German Ditch problem.  As part of PG&E’s Decommissioning plan, PG&E has on the one hand agreed to return their ditch water right back to the stream to please California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  At the same time, they have promised to leave the same water for diversion with shares of the other German Ditch Association (GDA) members - which system presently depends on the flows of all members.  We understand that CDFG has critically objected to PG&E’s agreement to leave the water in the ditch and PG&E has responded at this time primarily in a legalistic framework
.

Davis Hydro (DH) has expressed an interest in maintaining Kilarc canal and forebay as a fish production and recreation facility.  DH suggests that some of the resources generated by hydropower for fish production on the Kilarc development could be utilized to help solve this German Ditch dilemma in everyone’s interest as well.

Specifically, in this paper we propose an idea for discussion.  DH suggests that the DH team could put and maintain a long screen in the first part of the German Ditch diversion canal to return the screened fish and small debris to the South Cow via the Atkins Creek.  DH would also work to reduce leakage in the ditch so that more of the water can be returned to the creek.  Then DH would work to modify the existing diversion to provide just enough water to meet everyone’s needs, and to return to the creek as much as possible of PG&E’s water right (that could be dedicated to DH without re-opening the adjudication) to enhance flows primarily but not exclusively during the fall and spring migration periods (as an enforceable condition of a hydropower license).

Benefits

The German Ditch Association Members

The GDA members will continue to have sufficient cumulative flows for delivery of their own water rights.  They will gain assistance from the hydro staff to ensure delivery independent of the PG&E allocation that may be left in the stream, reduce water loss, and help the entire ditch achieve higher standards that protect the fish. 

The Fish

The fish could be provided benefits from physical enhancements and more water from the PG&E allocation and any possible conservation (as deemed most useful by the fish resource agencies) that may include:

· A small but specific increase year around to maintain all habitat species.

· Larger flows during the spring and fall migration periods for Steelhead and salmon. 

· A screen to put most juveniles and seaward migrants back into the South Cow. 

· Enhanced rustic fish passage improvements and instream diversion efforts.

· A license condition commitment by DH under FERC to maintain this facility

PG&E 

PG&E will have an agreeable costless exit strategy that will meet the water allocation, legal, and fishery goals of all parties. 

NOAA and CDFG

NOAA and CDFG will gain a permanent staff presence in this area to maintain and enhance fish passage facilities and water conservation.  FERC will oversee this presence as a license condition. 

In summary 

This paper is written as a proposal draft for discussion with all parties.  For PG&E, it is a way to meet everyone’s objectives while solving cited legal difficulties.  For the Fish Restoration agencies, they acquire an active maintained fish support facility at no cost.  The fish mortality is expected to drop and passage is facilitated, and the GDA members will gain more water from PG&E’s allocation and from conservation and management.  For Davis Hydro, it is part of our commitment to positively balance fish and power objectives. 

� All related documents are available on the DH web site � HYPERLINK "http://WWW.Kilarc.info" ��WWW.Kilarc.info� at � HYPERLINK "http://kilarc.info/Docs_Maps_Drawings/Documents/docs.htm" ��http://kilarc.info/Docs_Maps_Drawings/Documents/docs.htm� .
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